
This is the first issue of the Phoenix. It is 

published by the Rose City High School 

Journalism class. It is our goal to represent 

life at Rose City High School and show 

the positive work our students and staff are 

doing everyday.

   We know that many people have an idea in 

their heads about who we are at Rose City. 

We want to break through the stereotypes 

and show how we are meeting the chal-

lenges that life puts in front of us.

   The phoenix is a creature from Greek 

mythology. It is a bird that dies and rises 

again from the ashes. We at Rose City use 

the phoenix to symbolize a fresh start and 

another chance to reach our goals of gradua-

tion and beyond to college and careers.

  We want input from everybody in the Rose 

City community. If you have news to share 

with us, please come in to room 11 or email 

our teacher  at pringle.jennifer@pusd.us.

   We hope you enjoy reading!

P1 /  ABOUT US

Introducing the Rose City 
High School Phoenix, our 
student newspaper created 
by the Journalism class.

P2 /  REPRESENTING

Rose City’s Debate Team 
placed in Los Angeles 
Metropolitan Debate 
League competition held 
at USC.

P3 /  GETTING OUT

Students learned outside of 
the classroom on field trips 
to the Los Angeles County 
Fair and the Pasadena 
Playhouse.

P4 /  ANNUAL TRADITIONS

Students, staff, and parents 
participated in Rose City 
traditions of the beach trip 
and Back to School Night.

Phoenix

We at Rose City use the phoenix to 
symbolize a fresh start and another 
chance to reach our goals.
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The Student Leadership Board (SLB) sold 
fruit cups on September 3 as a fundraiser. 
SLB decided on fruit since it met the nutri-
tional requirments and the weather was hot. 
They sold fruit cups with all types of fruits 
such as watermelon, mango, cucumber, 
grapes, and more. And on the side to spice 
it up people could add Tajin! The fruit cups 
were sold to the the people working in the 
PUSD building, and to many of the students 
and staff here at Rose City. “It was a nice 
experience selling fruit with my fellow SLB 
members and getting to know them more,” 
said senior Jonathan Aquino

SLB SELLS FRUIT CUPS
AS A HEALTHY FUNDRAISER

The Rose City Debate Team traveled to USC 
for the first tournament of the season on 
October 9 and 10. Rose City is part of the 
LAMDL, Los Angeles Metropolitan Debate 
League. As a premier debate league LAMDL 
boasts a participation of over twenty schools 
in the Los Angeles Area. Rose City is the 
only continuation high school competing.

   One team composed of Riley McIntosh 
and Iana Samuel finished at 15 out of 80 
plus schools. Riley also managed to get a 
rank of 14 out of approximately 160 par-
ticipants. Other members of the team, Marlaena 
Mendoza, Daniel Eggers, Bria Mayes and Daisy 
Rodriguez also placed well.
   Overall, according to debate advisors Bonny 

Collins and Monica Sanchez, the team did a 
great job in competing. They exuded great con-
fidence, sportsmanship, and commitment. It was 
a pleasure to see the team rise to the challenge.
   The team’s next tournament is November 
20-21, 2015 at East Valley High School.

It was awesome because we won 15th 
place out of 92 schools.   -Junior Iana Samuel

“ ”>> by Brandy Silva, photos courtesy
of Bonny Collins
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>> by Martricesha Black, photos by Maliah Butler and Brandy Silva

Debate team 
competes, brings 
home trophy



 Students in the Career Exploration        

 Opportunities (CEO) Pathway went 

on a field trip to the Los Angeles County fair on 

September 10. Graphic Design teacher Kathleen 

Saxton organized the Rose City Students, and 

History teacher Bonny Collins also chaperoned. 

Many of the students were worried about the really 

hot weather, but were able to stay cool in the many 

indoor educational exhibits. Students learned about 

veterinary medicine,  pop culture, and history. 

They also enjoyed fair food.

   Students in Jennifer Pringle’s English classes 

had the opportunity to go on a walking fieldtrip 

to the Pasadena Playhouse to see the play “Real 

Women Have Curves.” The students watched the 

play and heard the cast and director talk about their 

feelings related to the issues in it. The classes took 

part in theater discussion workshops with teach-

ing artist Robert Paterno both before and after 

watching the play. “I didn’t expect to enjoy it, but 

I thought the play was really good” said senior 

Elmer Hernandez.

Students Attend Field Trips to Los Angeles 
County Fair and Pasadena Playhouse

HUMANS
OF ROSE CITY

>> SEE MORE PHOTOS ONLINE AT WWW.ROSECITY.PUSD.US
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>> photos by Kaylee Romero

>> by Brandy Silva, photos by Guadalupe Villegas

Getting to know me is like an adventure.
RAEVEN CROSS, Junior

“ ”

  I am the funniest 
person I know. I love 
students and my job, 
living one moment at 

a time.   .
KATHY WATSON 
Substance Abuse 

Counselor

“

”

   Been through struggles but I’m out here 
trying to make a better life.
   SAUL OLMOS, Junior

   I help others and 
enjoy spending 
time with family and 
friends. 
MICHAEL McNEELY 
English teacher &
SLB Co-Advisor

“

”

“ ”

Learning         
of the
outside
classroom



  Student Leadership Board (SLB) and Students 

Making a Change (SMAC) continued their tradi-

tion of a bonfire at Huntington Beach to kick off 

the school year. After school on Friday, September 

11, SLB advisors Michael McNeely and Adriana 

Lopez worked together with SMAC advisor Kathy 

Watson and English teacher Monica Sanchez to 

pack food and drive students to Huntington Beach. 

“The beach trip was a great experience. I got to 

know a lot of people and connect

with others. It was a fun trip over all.”

said senior Amanda Almazan.

   Representatives from Pasadena City College, Glendale 

Community College, Los Angeles Trade Tech, University 

of the West, and California State University visited class-

rooms and spoke to students during lunch on October 2. 

Financial aid advisors from Wells Fargo, and the College 

Access Plan rep were available for students as well. 

Counselor Andrea Cordiero-Benson organized the event to 

help students become aware of college options.

   Back to School Night was on September 24. Students 

and their families were invited to visit school to meet 

teachers and staff, and have dinner together. Students 

from SMAC and SLB decorated the campus, and Assistant 

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT
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COLLEGE DAY

annual         beach bonfire
SLB/SMAC

Principal Brian Stanley organized it. English teacher and 

SLB advisor Michael McNeely was the M.C. for the eve-

ning togehter with senior Amanda Almazan. Senior Daisy 

Rodriguez sang for the families.

   Guests were treated to dinner of carnitas, salad, beans, 

and rice, and the debate team sold desserts as a fundraiser. 

Junior Alejandro Mundo’s entire family attended and he 

said they enjoyed it. His parents did not visit classrooms, 

since they met all of his teachers during dinner.

   For people who did go into classrooms, they got to see 

a video of teachers and staff at Rose City High School. 

The video had people telling why they work at Rose City 

and what makes it special. SLB students filmed it and 

instructional aide Dennis Carreon edited it and posted on 

YouTube. 


